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It is often thought that the role of the pathologist in all cases of death is to be an efficient technician – staying well behind the scenes and finally delivering an anonymous report, couched in incomprehensible medical terms. However, the pathologist can contribute much more than this, particularly in the deaths of babies and children. In some cases of hospital autopsies a pathologist may meet families before an autopsy to obtain permission and to explain the process. This does not frequently occur with medicolegal cases where social workers are the usual point of first contact. One of the most valuable roles for a pathologist is to be available to meet with families once all of the results are in, a diagnosis has been made, and a report written. This meeting is usually best shared with a social- or SIDS worker who is known to and trusted by the family. The pathologist can go through the findings, explain the report, and answer questions. The family can be assured that there was nothing more that anyone could have done. Most importantly, the family get to meet the person who looked after their baby. The role of the pathologist is to be there not only as an expert, but also as an advisor, as a friend, and as one who is sharing the grief of this terrible event.
