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Sudden infant death syndrome remains the most frequent cause of unexpected infant death in Western countries in those aged under a year. The “diagnosis” is one of exclusion and the etiology is still unclear although the intersection of individual susceptibilities and external risk factors at a critical age appears pivotal. The pathological findings in SIDS are entirely non-specific and so distinguishing accidental asphyxial events from SIDS based solely on the pathological findings at autopsy is usually not possible. Fortunately, however, we have developed death scene protocols to assist our investigations of these tragic events, with the result that we have been able to identify more cases where deaths were most likely due to sleeping accidents rather than SIDS. “The Keeping Your Baby Safe” program at Forensic Science in South Australia has specifically targeted these types of deaths for a number of years. This has initiated inquests dealing with particular sleep-related products and beds, safety recommendations from government bodies such as Consumer Affairs, and changes in national legislation on crib manufacture. Examples of unsafe sleeping environments that have been identified will be discussed.

